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SPECIAL THANKS  
A very special thank you to Sonia Rinaldo and Adam Pasqualotto for 

the tremendous effort in the school garden. The Foundation area has 

been revamped and the school garden beds are looking beautiful. Thank 

you to Carter Holt Harvey who donated bark to the school and 

McPhersons donated bluestone for the paths in the Foundation garden. 

We are enormously grateful to these two Myrtleford businesses.  

    
MARIA DOHERTY  
As you know we were very sad to hear about the passing of our beautiful Maria Doherty. We held 

a prayer session for Maria last Friday with the children, and the children then had time in class to 

share stories and memories of Maria. As yet, a date has not been set, but a memorial service will 

be held in the near future. Understandably many teachers will be attending on the day, and we will 

have teachers from across other schools supporting us while teachers attend the service.  

 

YEAR 3/ 4JH  
As you know Julie has been sick, but she is on the mend and should be returning to school soon. 

Julie will re-organise teacher/parent interviews. We thank Liz Crawford who came out of 

retirement to support the school and teach the Year 3/4 children. Liz has stated they are an 

absolute delight to teach.  

 

INCREASING STANDARDS IN LEARNING  
Over the years teachers have studied and implemented new strategies within every classroom. 

Explicit and direct teaching along with the Science of Reading, and a focus on spelling has had an 

amazing impact on the results of our student outcomes. These areas will continue to be our focus 

for the next coming years as we continue to develop our skills in teaching.  

 

VOLUNTEERS 
Just a reminder if you wish to volunteer at St Maryôs could you please fill in the Volunteer form 

so I can get the paperwork completed (according to Child Safe legislation) and we can then put 

your name on the books for the future. This form only needs to be completed once.  

 

The electives program is still going to be held next term, but we do need volunteers to run 

sessions that will go for an hour every second week on a Monday. Each group will have about ten 

students varying in age group. Please let me know if you would like to be a part of the electives 

program. 

 

 

 

 

School Notices  
Yard Supervision: 

Morning:  8:30 - 8:55am 

Afternoon: 3:20 -3:35pm 

  

Bell Times: 

School Begins 8:55am 

Recess:  11:10ï11:30am 

Lunch: 1:30 -2:20pm 

Finish: 3:20pm 

 

Student Absences: 

Please phone the office 

by 9:00am if your child 

will not be at school on 

57 521808. 

Or mark absence on 

PAM. 

 

 
Term 1 

Friday 27th January 

Wednesday 5th April  

Term 2 

Wednesday 26th April  

Term 3 

Monday 10th July 

Friday 15th September 

Term 4 

Monday 30th September 

Wednesday 20th 

December 

 

 Click on the link 

 

MASS TIMES 

 

Myrtleford  

Saturday @ 6:00pm 

Sunday   @ 9.00am 

 

Bright  

Sunday  @ 11:00am 

 

St Patricks Whorouly 

Last Sunday of the 

Month  @ 5:00pm 
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PARENTS & FRIENDS  MEETING  
We held our P and F meeting on Monday, but the time may not have suited as we only had two people attend. I will send out 

minutes to the people that sent in names at the end of last year. As this is our 100th year of education in Myrtleford we are hoping 

to have a number of activities throughout the year. The idea of running a fete was suggested but perhaps in a different format 

however this will require a committee on its own. This is a one off event, and if you would prefer to help out in any way e.g. 

cooking sausages, setting up the electrical equipment, providing entertainment- (I have heard we have some musicians out there), 

or any other stall you can think of, please let me know via e-mail or phone so we can ascertain if a fete is a viable event to hold in 

2023. 

 

Kittyôs e-mail:  khancock@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au Phone Number: 0487 772 234 

 

Thanks, and have a good week. 

Kitty   

 

St Maryôs Primary is committed to students experiencing a sense of inclusion that is respectful of their giftedness, abilities, 

culture and contexts.  Our studentôs experience learning and teaching in a child safe environment that is engaging and 

liberating.  

 

SIGNING YOUR CHILD IN & OUT &  LATE TO SCHOOL PROCESS  
All Children who arrive at school after 8:55am or leave school before 3:20pm MUST be signed in/out 

at the office. 

If for any reason, you need to take your child out of school during school hours, please come to the 

office to sign your child out.  

 

STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your child is absent from school for any reason, it is vital that you notify the school prior to 9am, 

giving the reason for the absence e.g. If your child is sick, attending an appointment, family holiday 

etc.   

¶ Mark absence on PAM. 

¶ Send a note with your child on their return to school, or beforehand if you know in  advance 

¶ School answering machine is on out of hours, so you can leave a message 57521808 

 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS  
You can access information about the Child Safe Standards and St. Maryôs commitment to the implementation of these standards, 

including resources, policies, procedures and links, via the school website (www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au). 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
FEBRUARY 

Monday 27th   O & M Division Swimming Wangaratta 

Monday 27th  Assembly at EMPAC 2:30pm 

                          MARCH 
Wednesday 1st   Foundation Rest Day 

Monday 6th  Assembly 2.30opm EMPAC 

Wednesday 8th ï 10th   SLC Camp Soverign Hill Ballarat 

Friday 10th  St Maryôs Whole School Mass for Centenary 9:30am 

Monday 13th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 22nd  School Photos 

Monday 27th  Asembly at School 2:30pm 

Wednesday 29th  O & M Divison Tennis Wangaratta 
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY NEWS  

 
"Dear brothers and sisters, may the Holy Spirit inspire and sustain us this Lent in our ascent with Jesus, so that we 

may experience his divine splendour and thus, confirmed in faith, persevere in our journey together with him,  

glory of his people and light of the nations.ò Pope Francis 

ST MARYõS PRIMARY SCHOOL CENTENARY YEAR 

Our school was officially opened and classes started on March 11th, 1923.  

What is oné 

¶ Whole school Mass on Friday March 10th at 9:30am 

¶ School Community, Parish, past and present students and families Mass on Saturday March 11th at 6pm, followed by a 

light supper. (The Official 100 Years Anniversary).  

¶ Friday October 6th students will return to the óolden daysô with games and an olden times dress up day. 

¶ Saturday October 7th óCelebration Dayô starting at 10am. Past and present students, staff, parish members and families 

will come together for a reunion, school tours and pasta lunch. 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY/PANCAKE TUESDAY  
Thank you to all the families who joined us for a lovely pancake breakfast on Tuesday morning. It was a lovely get together with 

lots of yummy pancakes to be enjoyed. Thank you to the staff for preparing, cooking and serving the pancakes.  

Thank you also to those who donated eggs and toppings for the pancakes, all contributions were gratefully received. At the last 

count, we raised nearly $200 for Project Compassion. Look at the photos at the back of this newsletter.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS  
St Maryôs, Marian College and the Parish community came together to start the season of Lent with the Ash Wednesday Mass 

yesterday.  

This week, the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which also marks the beginning of the 

annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal. Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas 

Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and Development, to work with local 

communities around the world to end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

The theme of Project Compassion 2023 is óFor All Future Generationsô and reminds us that the good 

we do today extends to impact the lives of generations to come. It invites us to make the world a better place by working together 

now and finding long-term solutions to global issues.  We encourage you to put your compassion into action this Lent through 

prayer, fasting and almsgiving in support of Project Compassion.  

Each family will receive a Project Compassion box for their donations which can be sent into your childôs classroom when it has 

been filled. All boxes need to be returned to the school with donations by the end of this term. 

 

2023 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
Reconciliation (Year 3 and above) 

Parent Information Evening: Wednesday April 26th at 6:30pm in the McMahon Centre 

Reconciliation Celebration: Tuesday May 23rd at 6:30pm St Maryôs Church 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS WEDNESDAY 22 ND MARCH, 

2023  -  ST. MARY'S PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken by 

Arthur Reed Photos on Wednesday 22nd March 2023. 

There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 

Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after 

photo day so families can register online to view images when 

they become available in the webshop.  
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your 

childôs personalised flyer once you receive it and remember to 

add the codes for all your children attending this school. 
Even if you registered last year, itôs important that you do 

again this year using your childôs 2023 image code to link their 

images for the current year with your contact details. 
When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents 

who have registered will be notified by SMS and email. 

 
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2023 

images are online to view before making your purchase.   

 



Confirmation and Eucharist (Year 4 and above) 

Parent Information Evening: Tuesday 25th July at 6:30pm 

Confirmation and Eucharist Masses 

Saturday September 9th 6pm St Maryôs Church 

Sunday September 10th 9am St Maryôs Church 

A letter will be going home this  week to students in Years 3 and 4, if you have an older child who would like to receive the 

Sacrament, please let me know. 

 

Have a glorious week, 

Jo Bennett (REC) 

 

JUNIOR NEWS  

 
Thank you to all families who made it to our parent teacher interviews last week. If you were unable to attend, please contact your 

childôs teacher. 

 

This term in LETI and Religious Education, the junior students will be focusing on the topic ñAll About Meò and ñWe grow in 

Godôs loveò which celebrates all the wonderful things that make us unique and special. We will be working through the personal 

and social capabilities which help students identify and describe personal interests, skills and achievements and how these might 

contribute to school or family life.  

 

Our key understandings are as follows:  

¶ I am unique and there is no one like me. 

¶ I have many talents and skills. 

¶ Our families are all different and special. We come from different places. 

We will look forward to sharing all of our investigations and work with you at the end of the 

term.  

 

FOUNDATION   

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

In maths this week, we are identifying 2D shapes and looking for them in the environment.  

 

 

 

 

The Foundation students have been working hard on 

the initial learning of letters and sounds and the 

connection between letters, words and sentences. 

They have made an impressive start already, making 

words as a group.  

 

Our religion topic is similar to our LETI topic, about how 

we are all special and unique. We took the opportunity to 

draw and paint selfies, which we canôt wait to display in our 

classroom!  

 



 

YEAR 1  
In Literacy, Year 1 students have been working on sentence 

structure, handwriting and use of phonemic awareness skills. 

We have been using a book called the óVery Hungry Giantô 

by Joy Cowley to investigate the use of nouns and verbs in 

sentences. In spelling, we have been learning about voiced 

and unvoiced sounds, this week is /th/ making the unvoiced 

óthô sound as in óthumbô.  

 

In Maths, the students have continued to explore the place 

value of numbers to 100 and have been showing these 

numbers in various ways by modelling and writing and 

numbers using MAB. 

 

Year 2 

In Literacy Year 2 have continued to work on their sentence 

structure, handwriting and use of phonemic awareness skills 

in their reading and writing. In Maths, the students have 

continued to explore the place value of numbers to 1,000 and 

have been showing these numbers in various ways by writing, 

drawing and demonstrating numbers using MAB. 

 

In Religion we are familiarising ourselves with our Catholic 

belonging. Mrs Bennett took us to the Church last week and 

explained all of the interesting details. This week Mrs 

Bennett took us to the Convent to visit the museum inside.  

 

Have a wonderful week, 

Ashley, Carolyn, Sandra and Jo 

 



MIDDLE  NEWS  

 

We are settling into the daily routines in the MLC. It is great to see the students organising 

themselves on arrival for their learning.  

 

Fluency Reading is taking place and the 

students are enjoying asking each other 

questions to ensure that they have 

comprehended the text. 

 

SMART Spelling should be coming home for 

your child/ren to complete each night. This 

needs to be returned to school on Friday, 

prior to their SMART Spelling test. 

Challenge your child/ren to create a sentence 

using their spelling words or to simply air/sky 

write their words whilst saying the letters to 

you. 

 

The students will be writing to persuade the educators to try their chosen sport, 

hobby or activity in their óBig Writeô this week. We will be looking for an 

introduction, at least 3 reasons and a conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

We are covering a range of topics in Maths, including: 

¶ Converting between millimeters, centimeters and meters and using a ruler to measure objects; 

¶ Asking an information question, collecting, recording and presenting the data; 

¶ Exploring the place and value of a multi-digit number; and 

¶ Problem solving.  

 

Please ask your child/ren about Rocket Math and Mental Maths that they complete everyday in Maths. Here is a link to óPlace 

Value Knockout 2.0ô that the students have enjoyed playing - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXoh4pgdJo4  

 

    
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXoh4pgdJo4

